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fulfilment. It does indeed appear that in this case a reconciliation
is not possible. For here it is not primarily an affair of emphasis;
the difference between the acceptance and rejection of
Christianity is in one sense absolute and cannot be mitigated.
For either one is a Christian or one is not. That is to say,
the claim of Christianity to be, in the form in which it is set
out, with its historical basis, a final revelation of the nature
of the universe, is in the last resort one which one must either
accept or reject. There is no possible compromise.
And yet, even if with Keats Christianity be rejected, such
a rejection need not, and certainly should not, occur in the
spirit of almost contemptuous dismissal which marks Keats'
words. As I have said, many may find it impossible to be
Christians, and yet, wholly indeed without any smugness
and complacent condescension, see in it a final expression
of the religious apprehension of the world, and maintain
towards it an attitude of the greatest humility. Here too,
it may be said, Bradley's words have an application. Certainly
it will be said by many to-day: "if I could be as good as Christ-
ianity has made countless men, I should be better than I
am. But if I find myself unable, after careful self-examination,
to see in my inability to be a Christian mere 'self-conceit*,
what am I to do? Hence it is necessary for me, if I feel
it impossible conscientiously to call myself a Christian, to strive
to maintain the isolation which is thus compelled upon me;
but to maintain it in the company of respect and reverence for
the religious tradition which has given me what grasp of religious
truth I have." That it was a flaw in Keats to fail to see
the necessity and expressiveness of Christianity is undeniable.
But that there was such a failure in Keats' life does not mean
that to be unable to be a Christian need imply anything but
humility before and respect for the Christian tradition. We
may hold Wordsworth and Keats in the greatest respect,
yet deplore their attitudes to science and Christianity
respectively. Certainly if romanticism were necessarily bound
up with deprecation of intellectual inquiry and Christianity,